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Teaching Statement 
 

Two facets of the ivory tower—research and teaching—have become 

increasingly separate. While I acknowledge that these two roles of a tenure-track 

faculty member may not require exactly the same skills, I reject this dichotomy. I 

believe that undergraduate as well as graduate-level teaching is the best on-the-

job training for explaining research to the general public, and economists 

working outside our respective fields.  

 

I have extensive undergraduate teaching experience. As a teaching assistant, 

I have taught introductory microeconomics five times; I have also taught 

macroeconomics, econometrics, an upper-level undergraduate elective—the 

European economy, and guest-lectured in an undergraduate Advanced Corporate 

Finance class. Students in introductory classes are mostly freshmen or non-

economics majors who do not have any prior knowledge about economics. 

Understanding abstract economic concepts and models is not easy for some. I try 

to use real-life examples to help people internalize the key intuitions. The 

econometrics class that I was a teaching assistant for was intellectually 

challenging for most undergraduates. In my expositions, I often relate difficult 

statistical derivations and properties to much similar prototypes. That proved to 

be a great way to help students make sense of the course materials. I was also 

solely responsible for all Stata-related questions and prepared a lot of Stata 

tutorials. In the European economy class, one of my roles was to advise students 

regarding their essays. The expected output was a short op-ed piece. I made sure 

students choose their topics carefully and apply theories and models covered in 

the class in their argument.  

 

Through my interactions with students and with many brilliant teachers in 

the Department, I have developed the following three principles that guide me to 

be a helpful and effective teacher.   

 

First, I strive to take dryness out of economics. Often, for convenience, we 

use overly simplistic examples (“oranges and bananas”, or even, “Good 1 and 

Good 2” with “representative agents”) to explain abstract economics concepts. As 

a result, there is a danger that some students may not see the huge explanatory 

power of economics. To counter this, I always explain a concept or theory using 

examples in students’ everyday lives or brining in news articles and demonstrate 
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how the concepts we are discussing can help explain what is happening. 

Ultimately, instead of swallowing in abstract ideas soon to be forgotten, I intend 

for students to see that learning economics can help them better understand the 

world. 

 

    Second, I show students my respect. The most crucial thing is to convey 

enthusiasm and the positive vibe of “I enjoy teaching this class and spending time 

with you”. This also reflects in small things like remembering their names, 

accommodating students with non-traditional learning preferences, and others. 

Students learn most effectively when they ask questions; they ask more questions 

when they think the instructor treats them with respect and is willing to spend 

time with them. 

 

    Third, I make it clear to students what is expected of them. Pragmatically, I 

am aware that students are often primarily focused on their grades. For many 

classes, doing practice problems is arguably the best way to solidify students’ 

conceptual understanding and help them do well in exams. So I spend most of my 

time during discussion sections to go over practice problems. I also realize that 

for most students, learning happens after lecture and discussion section. As a 

result, I try to prepare good notes or write clearly on board so that they have good 

references for their own studies.  

 

My teaching interests span a broad variety of courses.  

 

First and foremost, I love empirical research and I am deeply committed to 

equipping students with skills in data analytics, which I think are highly valued 

on the labor market. I truly enjoy teaching quantitative methods courses 

like statistics and econometrics, and my teaching evaluation showed that I 

am very effective in those classes.  

 

Second, I have taught Principles of Microeconomics five times as a graduate 

student instructor, so I am well-prepared to teach microeconomic theory at 

introductory, intermediate, and MBA levels, including topic courses like game 

theory.  

 

Moreover, I am also well-suited for teaching finance classes. From 2004 to 

2007, I spent three years studying finance at the Guanghua School of 

Management of Peking University before transferring to the University of 
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Michigan, where I finished my undergraduate degree. I learned a lot about 

corporate finance in my Ph.D. public finance class as well when we discussed 

corporate taxation. My education at Peking University and my graduate school 

education gave me a solid understanding of financial markets and corporate 

finance, and asset pricing. I have also guest-lectured in an undergraduate 

Advanced Corporate Finance class. So I am very confident that I can offer 

undergraduate classes in corporate finance, investment, and financial economics.  

 

Of course, I am more than happy to teach classes related to my research 

interests in public finance, economic history, and urban economics. 

Being a researcher in economic history and a former student at the Duke Summer 

School in the History of Economic Thought, I am committed to putting more 

economic history and history of economic thought into classes that I teach. I 

enjoyed participating in inter-disciplinary courses as a student. If the opportunity 

presents itself, I would like to develop inter-disciplinary economic history or 

political economy, and economic development courses with faculty members in 

other departments. 

 

Besides what is mentioned above, courses that I am capable of offering also 

include international trade, development economics, and Chinese economy. I 

believe in the value of excellent teaching. And I am committed to being a 

dedicated teacher. Conveying enthusiasm about the subject matter, 

demonstrating the relevance of the subject matter, treating students with respect, 

and making it clear to the students what is expected of them are all ways in which 

I will make the classroom experience as rewarding as possible for the students. 

 


