
FAN FEI
Department of Business and Economics 
Northwestern College  
101 7th St. SW 
Orange City, IA 51041-1220 
 
Email: fan.fei@nwciowa.edu 
Phone: (734) 272-1323 
              

RESEARCH FIELDS 
Public Finance, Economic History 
 
TEACHING FIELDS 
Finance, Microeconomics, Econometrics  
 
EMPLOYMENT 
Northwestern College, Department of Business and Economics, Assistant Professor   2016-present 
 
EDUCATION  
Ph.D., Economics, University of Michigan               2016 

Dissertation: Three Essays on Highways and U.S. Non-profits 
Committee: James R. Hines Jr., Paul W. Rhode, Martha J. Bailey, Joshua K. Hausman, and Ugo Troiano 

M.A., Economics, University of Michigan               2011 
B.A., Mathematics and Economics, with highest honor in economics, University of Michigan   2009 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
“Are PILOTs Property Taxes for Nonprofits?” with James Hines and Jill Horwitz. Journal of Urban 

Economics, July 2016, 94(2), 109-123.  
 
Review of The Path to Sustained Growth: England’s Transition from an Organic Economy to an Industrial 

Revolution, by E. A. Wrigley. Journal of the History of Economic Thought. June 2019, 41(2), 276-278.   
 
WORKING PAPERS                             
“Interwar Highways and the Demise of General Store”  
“Highways, Schooling, and Race in the South: 1920-1932” 
“Are Business Tax Incentives Corporate Giveaways?” (with Thomas Heitritter) 
 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE           
Northwestern College 
Principles of Finance, Principles of Microeconomics, Investments, Advanced Corporate Finance, Intermediate 
Microeconomics, Public Finance, Econometrics, Public Finance (course by arrangement).  



 
University of Michigan (as teaching assistant) 
Principles of Microeconomics, Introductory Econometrics, European Economy.   
 
RESEARCH PRESENTATIONS 
2020: Midwest Economist Association Annual Meeting  
2019: Northwestern College 
2018: Northwestern College, Economic and Business History Society Annual Conference  
2016: Economic and Business History Society Annual Conference, Northwestern College, Analysis Group Inc., 

Cornerstone Research, Charles River Associates International, University of Michigan  
2015: University of Michigan, National Tax Association Annual Conference, Economic History Association 

Annual Meeting 
2014: National Tax Association Annual Conference  
 
GRANTS AND AWARDS                    
2017, 2018, and 2019:  Northwestern College Summer Scholarship Grant (total $4,800) 
2016: Best Graduate Student Paper Award at the Economic and Business History Society Annual Conference 

($1,000), Rackham Travel Grant ($1,000) from the University of Michigan  
2014: Exploratory Travel and Data Grant ($2,500) from the Economic History Association, Rackham Travel 

Grant ($1,000) from the University of Michigan,  
2014 and 2013: MITRE Student Research Grant from the University of Michigan (three times, total $8,000)       
 
INSTITUIONAL SERVICE 
Member of the Academic Program Prioritization Task Force at Northwestern College         2018-2019 
Member of the Integrated General Education Committee at Northwestern College            2017-2018 
 
PROFESSIONAL AFFLIATIONS 
American Economist Association, Economic History Association, National Tax Association, Midwest 
Economist Association 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
Passed CFA Level 2 in December 2020 
Referee for the Journal of Public and Nonprofit and the Journal of Accounting and Public Policy  
Assistant editor of the Journal of Economic History (2012-14) 
 
SOFTWARES 
Stata, Matlab, QGIS, R 
   
 


